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DIRECTORATE FOR QUALITY AND STANDARDS IN EDUCATION
Department of Curriculum Management 
Educational Assessment Unit

Annual Examinations for Secondary Schools 2015

FORM 4                     EUROPEAN STUDIES                       TIME: 1h 30min 

Name: _____________________________________                      Class: _______________

This examination paper consists of TWO parts, Part I and Part II. Candidates are to 
attempt BOTH parts and to read carefully the instructions within each part.

PART I                                                                                                          (Total: 51 marks)

Choose any THREE sections from Part I and answer ALL the questions in the chosen 
sections.

Section 1 − Power and People

1. Any human being, by virtue of being human, enjoys a set of fundamental rights.  These 
rights are universal and inalienable.  They are also indivisible, interdependent and 
interrelated.  Fundamental human rights are based on the principles of dignity, equality 
and mutual respect and are often expressed and guaranteed by law.

(1.1) Why are human rights universal?

___________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ (2)

(1.2) Why are human rights considered to be interdependent and interrelated?  

___________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ (2)

(1.3) The European Convention on Human Rights is the first Council of Europe’s 
convention and the basis of all its activities.  When was this important convention 
adopted?

________________________________________________________________________(1)
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(1.4) Fundamental human rights allow us to develop fully and to meet our needs.  Their 
denial leads to situations of social and political instability, sowing the seeds of 
violence and conflict between people and societies.  The right to life has been often 
denied to people throughout history as well as in present times.  Discuss.

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ (8)

(2.1) State if the statements below are TRUE or FALSE.

The ECHR is the EU’s court which investigates human rights violations.    _______________                                          

The headquarters of the ECHR are found in Brussels. _______________

The ECHR was established in 2002.                                       _______________

Individuals can present a petition to this Court. _______________
(4)

`

Section 2 − Economic Development and Changes in Europe

1. The economy of a country can be divided into four sectors, namely the primary, 
secondary, tertiary and quaternary sectors.  A branch of the quaternary sector, called 
the quinary sector, is sometimes also incorporated among the economic sectors of a 
country.

(1.1) Employment structures show the development of countries around the world.  What is 
the level of development of a country with a high percentage of people working in the 
primary industry?

___________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ (2)
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(1.2) The tertiary sector of the economy produces services rather than goods.  It includes 
transportation, banking, education, retail trade and entertainment, amongst others.  
Tourist resorts fall into the category of entertainment.  Discuss with reference to a 
tourist resort located in Cyprus and another one located in Malta.

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ (8)

2. Nestle S.A. is a multinational food and beverage company which has its headquarters 
in Switzerland.  It is the largest food company in the world as measured by revenues.

(2.1) Name FOUR other large multinational companies found in Europe.

i. _____________________________________________________________________

ii. _____________________________________________________________________

iii. _____________________________________________________________________

iv. _____________________________________________________________________

(2)

(2.2) What are the benefits brought about by multinational companies to the country in which 
they operate?

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ (5)
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Section 3 − Demographic and Social Realities

1. Amina Mowad was working at a department store in Bristol when a letter came from 
her employer asking her to bring her passport with her the next day for an 
immigration check.  Amina went straight home after work and started packing her 
daughter’s few belongings in plastic bags. Her visa had long expired and she knew 
she would be deported.  Like other undocumented migrants from various ethnic 
minorities in the UK, Amina lives in constant fear and is always moving houses to 
escape from the authorities.

(1.1) What is the term used for people who, like Amida, outstay their visas?

________________________________________________________________________ (1)

(1.2) What do you understand by the term ‘ethnic minority’?

___________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ (2)

(1.3) Account for the problems encountered by undocumented migrants like Amida.

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ (4)

(1.4) Immigration has both positive and negative effects on the host country.  Briefly 
discuss how a country can benefit from immigration.

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ (4)
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(2.1) What do you understand by the following terms:

Worker participation

___________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ (2)

Collective bargaining

___________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ (2)

Working conditions

___________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ (2)

Section 4 − Europeans and their Environment

1. The difference between weather and climate is a measure of time.  While weather 
reflects short-term conditions of the atmosphere, climate is the average daily weather 
for an extended period of time at a certain location.

(1.1) Mention TWO types of climate found in Europe and describe briefly their main 
features.

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ (6)
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(1.2) How do transport systems of a country depend on its climate?

___________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ (2)

(1.3) What role do physical features of a country, which include its climate, landforms and 
natural vegetation, play in shaping human activity?

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ (3)

2. Climate change is affecting all regions around the world.  Polar ice shields are melting 
and the sea level is rising.  In some regions, extreme weather events and rainfall are 
becoming more common while other regions are experiencing more heat waves and 
droughts.  

(2.1) Discuss the effects of climate change on farming.

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ (6)
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Section 5 − Cultural Heritage

1. Ancient Roman architecture developed different aspects of Ancient Greek 
architecture and newer technologies to create a new architectural style.  

(1.1) Discuss the above statement with reference to the Parthenon in Greece and the 
Colosseum in Italy.

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________(10)

2. The Baroque period, which followed the Renaissance, reached its peak in the 17th 
century.  

(2.1) Describe briefly the main characteristics of Baroque art.

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ (3)

(2.2) Caravaggio was an Italian painter who was active in Rome, Naples, Malta and Sicily.  
Name TWO important works which he painted while he was in Malta.

i. _____________________________________________________________________

ii. __________________________________________________________________(2)

(3.1) What is the name of the band which was regarded as “the heaviest band of all time” 
and “the biggest band of the 70’s”?

________________________________________________________________________(2) 
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PART II                                                                                                         (Total: 34 marks)
 
Answer any TWO questions in essay form. 

Section 1 − Power and People

The European Social Charter, which was adopted in 1961 and revised in 1996, guarantees 
social and economic human rights.  Name FIVE rights listed in this Charter and explain how 
European citizens can benefit from such rights.

(17 marks)

Section 2 − Economic Development and Changes in Europe

The Euro-Mediterranean Partnership was re-launched in 2008 as the Union for the 
Mediterranean.  This institution is inspired by the shared political will to transform the 
Mediterranean into an area of peace, democracy, cooperation and prosperity.  Discuss.

(17 marks)

Section 3 − Demographic and Social Realities

Throughout history, the movement of people from one country to another has created 
multicultural societies.  Multiculturalism has brought with it a number of challenges, 
especially for countries which have a high presence of ethnic minorities.  Discuss.

(17 marks)

Section 4 − Europeans and their Environment

Research has shown that the traditional Mediterranean diet incorporates the basics of healthy 
eating and reduces the risk of heart disease.  Discuss.

(17 marks)

Section 5 − Cultural Heritage

Regional conflicts may be political, economic, environmental or social in nature, but are 
deeply tied to a sense of place.  Discuss with reference to the conflict in Cyprus.

  (17 marks)


